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ABSTRACT

Purpose: Demographers claim that women's will is the most important element in increasing or
decreasing childbearing in a society. Since the childbearing crisis has been seriously considered in Iran,
the aim of this research is to obtain women's attitudes on how to weaken the will or reduce the desire to
have children by studying Chalus County.

Methodology: A qualitative and descriptive phenomenological method was used, which depends on the
knowledge derived from the lived experience of the actor. The research tool is a semi-structured interview
with a purposive sampling method that continued until data saturation was reached, and finally 20 people
were interviewed. The data were classified into 49 open codes, 15 organizing codes, and 4 comprehensive
codes using thematic analysis.

Findings: It shows that there are four categories of women with a negative attitude towards childbearing:
development-oriented women, individualistic women, insecure women, and negative women.

Research limitations: The results show that women's concerns about the uncertain future of their
children in life, economic concerns created by family and society, fear of disrupting peace, well-being,
and comfort in their personal lives as a form of responsibility avoidance, and the importance of being fit
and slim as a form of physical health are the most important sensitivities they have in delaying or not
having children.

Keywords: Lived experience, women's will, fertility decline, childbearing, phenomenology, fertility
attitudes
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